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MBA Finance, Rethought: 
Faculty at the Washington State University, Vancouver, MBA Program are rethinking the finance curriculum.  As part of the Aspen Institute’s Corporate Governance and Accountability Project, WSU is working to reframe their core MBA Finance Course, “Problems in Financial Management” towards a more explicit treatment of stakeholders’ interests in financial managers’ decision making.  The intention of this new course is to demonstrate to students that maximizing firm value necessitates focusing on more than shareholders. 
For more about the philosophy behind this new course, see Professor Becker-Blease’s Case in Point essay, “Do Stakeholders Belong in Corporate Finance?” 
It is the goal of the CGA Project to work with a select group of faculty partners to test drive this new and innovative course across the American business school landscape. The complete syllabus with teaching plans will soon be available at www.CasePlace.org.  Interested finance faculty should contact Alex.Roberts@aspeninstitute.org or jblease@vancouver.wsu.edu for more information.   
On WSU’s Curriculum Reform Efforts: 
John Becker-Blease, Finance Professor at WSU, is heading up this effort to reshape the finance syllabus.  The MBA program at WSU emphasizes sustainable stakeholder engagement, where strategic stakeholder relationships form the foundation for long term organizational success.  Each course in the MBA program uses this focus as a central organizing premise.
CGA in Brief::
Since 2003, The Aspen Institute Center for Business Education has received nearly $1,000,000 in funding from the Sloan Foundation to underwrite its Corporate Governance and Accountability Project (http://aspencbe.org/networks/CGA.html). The Project aims to influence prevailing models of corporate governance and theories of the firm, as they are understood and taught by business school faculty.  
